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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph for claiming a single step and 
does not appear in combination with another recited step in the method, and is therefore subject to an 
undue breadth rejection. See MPEP 2164.08(a) and 2173.04. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition 
of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requires of this title. 

Claims 43 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 45, the claimed computer program is claimed as descriptions and expressions of 
the program. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a computer which permit 
the computer program's ftinctionality to be realized. In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium 
encoded with a computer program is a computer element which defines structural and functional 
interrelationships between the computer program and the rest of the computer which permit the computer 
program's functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. See Lowry, 32 F.3d at 1583-84, 32 USPQ2d 
at 1035. See MPEP 2106.01. 

In addition, although Claim 43 claims a computer readable medium, there is no tangible result. 
The only claimed result consists of a calculated completion pace. This calculation, as claimed, is not 
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tangible since a user is unable to appreciate the calculation, as it is not outputted to the user. It is merely a 
calculation that is not provided in a manner to produce a real-world, tangible result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 7-12, 19-22, 24-27, 29-35, 38-40, and 42-44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by Corrie et al. (US 2002/0120538; hereinafter Corrie). 

Regarding claim 1, Corrie discloses a method for assisting an author to complete a writing project 
of a given length, the method comprising: a) instructing the author about researching the topic; and b) 
instructing the author about writing about the topic. See f 139, 145; Figs 2C-2F. 

Regarding claim 2, Corrie discloses a method wherein instructing the author about researching 
the topic further comprises: providing a research template (See f 84) and providing research strategies. 
See 11 99, 139-140. 

Regarding claim 3, Corrie discloses a method that provides access to an online community. See \ 

64. 

Regarding claim 4, Corrie discloses a method wherein the online community comprises at least 
one of an online advisor See K 140 or an email newsletter See \ 100. 


Application/Control Number: 10/735,391 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3714 

Regarding claim 7, Corrie discloses a method farther comprising: calculating a completion pace 
for the writing project using a completion date specified by the author and the given length. See ^ 84; 96; 
Fig 21 (See Milestones 152 that must be met by a due date). 

Regarding claim 8, Corrie discloses a method further comprising calendaring the completion date. 
See U 84 and 96. 

Regarding claim 9, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: calculating a budget for the 
writing project using expenses estimated 104 by the author. See U 84, Fig. 2F. 

Regarding claim 10, Corrie discloses a method wherein the writing project is a thesis or 
dissertation and instructing the author about writing about the topic further comprises displaying 
instructions about depositing the writing project. See ^ 99. 

Regarding claim 11, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing access to an online 
research resource. See f 145. 

Regarding claim 12, Corrie discloses a method further comprising providing a journal of an 
application status. See Fig. 2H. 

Regarding claim 19, Corrie discloses a method for assisting an author to complete a writing 
project, the method implemented on management system 30, which indudes a computer having a 
processing unit a memory means, a display means, and an input means (See U 55 and 58; Fig. 1) the 
method comprising the steps of displaying instructions about researching a topic; and displaying 
instructions about writing about the topic. See ^ 139, 145; Figs 2C-2F. 

Regarding claim 20, Corrie discloses a method wherein displaying instructions about researching 
the topic further comprises: displaying a research template (See ^ 84 and displaying research strategies. 
See H 99, 139-140. 
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Regarding claim 21, Corrie discloses a method wherein displaying instructions about writing 
about the topic further comprises: displaying instructions about choosing a topic for the writing project; 
and displaying instructions about writing a proposal. See K 99, 139. 

Regarding claim 22, Corrie discloses a method wherein the writing project has a given length, the 
method further comprising: calculating a completion pace using a completion date and the given length 
input by the author. See U 84; 96; Fig 21 (See Milestones 152 that must be met by a due date). 

Regarding claim 24, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: calculating a budget for the 
writing project using estimated expenses 104 input by the author. See 84, Fig. 2F. 

Regarding claim 25, Corrie discloses a method wherein the writing project is a thesis or 
dissertation and displaying instructions about writing about the topic further comprises displaying 
instructions about depositing the writing project. See ^ 99. 

Regarding claim 26, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing access to an online 
community. See ^ 64. 

Regarding claim 27, Corrie discloses a method wherein the online community comprises at least 
one of: an online advisor See f 140 or an email newsletter See ^ 100. 

Regarding claim 29, Corrie discloses a method further comprising providing a journal of an 
application status. See Fig. 2H. 

Regarding claim 30, Corrie discloses a method for assisting an author to complete a writing 
project comprising: providing an instructing portion (See 1J 139, 145; Figs 2C-2F); and providing an 
interactive portion. See ^ 140. 
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Regarding claim 31, Corrie discloses a method wherein the providing an instructing portion 
further comprises: providing instructions for researching a writing project; and providing instructions for 
writing a writing project. See ^ 99, 139. 

Regarding claim 32 Corrie discloses a method wherein the instructions for researching a writing 
project comprise: providing a research template (See *[J 84) and providing research strategies. See % 99, 
139-140. 

Regarding claim 33 Corrie discloses a method wherein the instructions for writing a writing 
project comprise: providing instructions about choosing a topic for the writing project; providing 
instructions about writing a proposal; providing instructions about writing about the topic (See f 99, 139- 
140); and providing instructions about calculating a completion pace using a completion date specified by 
the author and a length of the writing project specified by the author. See ^ 84; 96; Fig 21 (See Milestones 
1 52 that must be met by a due date). 

Regarding claim 34, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing instructions about 
calculating a budget for the writing project using expenses estimated 104 by the author. See ^ 84, Fig. 2F. 

Regarding claim 35, Corrie discloses a method further comprising one or more of: providing 
instruction about completing one or more non-writing tasks and providing instruction about common 
writing mistakes that require revision. See ^ 146. 

Regarding claim 38, Corrie discloses a method wherein the providing an interactive portion 
further comprises: providing access to an online community. See ^ 64. 

Regarding claim 39, Corrie discloses a method wherein the online community comprises at least 
one of an online advisor See ^ 140 or an email newsletter See ^ 100. 
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Regarding claim 40, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing access to an online 
research resource. See U 145. 

Regarding claim 42 Corrie discloses a method further comprising providing a journal of an 
application status. See Fig. 2H. 

Regarding claim 43, Corrie discloses an article of manufacture comprising: a computer-readable 
medium; and data stored in the computer readable medium (See 55 and 58; Fig. 1) for writing a writing 
project of a given length (See f 99, 139-140); instructions for calculating a completion pace of the writing 
project from a completion date and the given length. See K 84; 96; Fig 21 (See Milestones 152 that must 
be met by a due date). 

Regarding claim 44, Corrie discloses an article of manufacture wherein the data stored in the 
computer readable medium further comprises means for calendaring the completion date. See H 84; 96; 
Fig 21 (See Milestones 152 that must be met by a due date). 

Claims 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Klipstein (US 
2005/0027576 Al). 

Regarding claim 45, Klipstein discloses a computer program product comprising: instructions for 
researching a writing project; instructions for writing the writing project in the form of proposed solutions 
(See K 24; 43); providing an online community (See K 41-42); and providing motivation to the author. See 
H 12 and 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
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such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), 
that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are 
summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or 
nonobviousness. 

Claims 5-6, 28, 37, and 41, rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Corrie in view of Klipstein (US 2005/0027576 Al). 

Regarding claims 5-6, 28, 37, and 41, Corrie discloses all of the claimed subject matter 
with the exception of explicitly disclosing the claimed step of motivating the author. Although 
Corrie describes the feature of awarding a grant to an author, it is not explicitly disclosed as a 
motivating factor. However, Klipstein teaches a method of providing cooperative research, 
wherein researchers are provided with various motivating factors for contributing a winning 
solution, wherein motivators include peer recognition, continued research funding, and profit 
(See Klipstein, K 25), in order to promote researchers to share information with on another to 
achieve a common goal while providing for individual recognition and reward (See Klipstein, U 
12). Thus, in view of Klipstein, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the research method described in Corrie, by providing various motivating factors for contributing a 
winning solution, wherein motivators include peer recognition, continued research funding, and 
profit (See Klipstein, K 25), in order to promote researchers to share information with on another to 
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achieve a common goal while providing for individual recognition and reward (See Klipstein, % 
12). 

Claims 13-18, 23, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Corrie in view of James Cook University Research Office "Applying for Research 
Grants". 

Regarding claim 13, Corrie discloses a method for assisting an author complete a writing project 
of a given length, the method comprising: instructing the author about: choosing a topic; researching the 
topic; writing a proposal; writing about the topic; depositing the writing project (See K 99, 139-140); 
calculating a completion pace Using a completion date specified by the author and the given length. See ^ 
84; 96; Fig 21 (See Milestones 152 that must be met by a due date). Corrie discloses all of the claimed 
subject matter with the exception of explicitly disclosing the claimed steps of providing instruction for: 
choosing an academic advisor; choosing an academic committee; and defending the writing project." 
However, James Cook University Research Office teaches a method for apply for research grants, 
wherein the applicant is instructed to: select various academic advisors, such as colleagues, to obtain 
feedback (See P. 4, last paragraph); nominating a suitable academic committee to assess the grant 
application (See P. 5, first paragraph); reminding the applicant to defend the written proposal by 
providing balanced arguments (See P. 7, last two bullets). Thus, in view of James Cook University 
Research Office, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the research 
writing instruction described in Corrie, by instructing a research applicant to select various academic 
advisors, such as colleagues, to obtain feedback on his/her proposal (See P. 4, last paragraph); nominating 
a suitable academic committee to assess the grant application (See P. 5, first paragraph); reminding the 
applicant to defend the written proposal by providing balanced arguments (See P. 7, last two bullets), and 
thereby improving the applicant's chance of being awarded a grant for the applicant's research proposal. 
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Regarding claim 14, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: calculating a budget for the 
writing project using expenses estimated 104 by the author. See ^ 84, Fig. 2F. 

Regarding claim 15, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing access to an online 
research resource. See K 145. 

Regarding claim 16, Corrie discloses a method further comprising: providing access to an online 
community. See K 64. 

Regarding claim 17, Corrie discloses a method wherein the online community comprises one of 
an online advisor See ^ 140 or an email newsletter See ^ 100. 

Regarding claim 18, Corrie discloses a method wherein instructing the author about researching 
the topic further comprises: providing a research template (See ^ 84) and providing research strategies. 
See 139-140. 

Regarding claim 36, Corrie discloses all of the claimed subject matter with the exception of 
explicitly disclosing the claimed steps of providing instruction for: choosing an academic advisor; 
choosing an academic committee; and defending the writing project. However, James Cook University 
Research Office teaches a method for apply for research grants, wherein the applicant is instructed to: 
select various academic advisors, such as colleagues, to obtain feedback (See P. 4, last paragraph); 
nominating a suitable academic committee to assess the grant application (See P. 5, first paragraph); 
reminding the applicant to defend the written proposal by providing balanced arguments (See P. 7, last 
two bullets). Thus, in view of James Cook University Research Office, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the research writing instruction described in Corrie, by 
instructing a research applicant to select various academic advisors, such as colleagues, to obtain 
feedback on his/her proposal (See P. 4, last paragraph); nominating a suitable academic committee to 
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assess the grant application (See P. 5, first paragraph); reminding the applicant to defend the written 
proposal by providing balanced arguments (See P. 7, last two bullets), and thereby improving the 
applicant's chance of being awarded a grant for the applicant's research proposal. 

Regarding claim 23, Corrie discloses all of the claimed subject matter with the exception of 
explicitly disclosing the feature of measuring a completion pace by the number of chapters. However, 
James Cook University Research Office teaches a method for applying for a research grant, wherein a 
proposal includes a Gantt chart, which is provided to break up the research into components of two to 
three months duration, in order to provide a clear concise timetable (See P. 8, timetable). It is not 
explicitly stated that the various research components are presented as chapters. However, the examiner 
takes official notice that it is old and well known to associate various topics of writing with corresponding 
chapters, in order to organize various topics into distinct divisions. Thus, in view of James Cook 
University Research Office and official notice, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the timeline for completion described in Corrie, by providing a Gantt chart representing 
various chapters/components of research, in order to provide a clear concise timetable of tasks to be 
completed in a specific order. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

• "Guidelines for Dissertation and Thesis Writers" Georgetown University - discloses 
guidelines for applying for a grant. 

• NASA "Guidance for the Preparation and Submission of Unsolicited Proposals" - 
discloses guidelines for applying for a grant. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Cameron Saadat whose telephone number is (571) 272-4443. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F 9:00 - 5:00. 


Application/Control Number: 10/735,391 
Art Unit: 3714 


Page 12 


If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 


Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number for the organization where 


this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


Cameron Saadat 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3714 
April 2, 2007 



